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Our mission is to create 

and nurture a family of 

faith to do God’s work, 

modeling the gospel of 

Jesus Christ.  
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Pastor Marraine’s Musing....... 
 

The text for my ordination was taken from Romans twelve. The entire 

chapter was read during the service, but two verses were of particular 

importance.  Verse 2 “Do not be conformed by this world, but be 

transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern 

what is the will of God – what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 

Then Verse 15, “Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who 

weep.” Surrounding those particular verses are directions about how to 

be the church in the context of the new life we find in Christ Jesus. 

Chapter twelve is rich with inspiration and direction on how to be our 

best selves as the Body of Christ in community. 
 

Here at the First Congregational United Church of Christ we are going 

through a challenging season emotionally, spiritually, and financially. 

Indeed it is a perfect time to return to texts such as Romans 12 and 

remember the roots of our faith and the expectations the apostles have 

on the early community and by lineage our community as 

well.  Although the journey through this season may be difficult at 

points, I would direct us to seek guidance from this text. On my end I 

am working on some of the topics that came up in the survey such as a 

healthier visitation program and commitment to quality preaching 

(including my recent attendance at the Festival of Homiletics which was 

all about enhancing preaching quality.)  
 

As I aim to renew my capacities for leadership in this setting, I ask you, 

as ministers all, to do the same. In his letter to the church in Roman, 

Paul calls all of us to use the spiritual gifts we are each given to enhance 

the church in whatever setting we are in. Think of it as a congregational 

church or a community covenant. Know that in bringing our best selves 

into this communal journey that we may yet be amazed at the mission 

and ministry we can do.  

                        
Blessings, 

Pastor Marraine 
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“The Caller” is published by the  

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 
171 West Pulteney Street 

       Corning, NY  14830 
 

         No matter who you are  

     or where you are on life’s                      

journey, you are welcome here!! 
 

Office hours:  
Tuesday– Friday: 9:00 a.m. - noon 

 

Phone:               (607)962-7423 

E-mail:  office@corningucc.org 

Web:                  www.corningucc.org 

Facebook.com/FCUCCC 

Pastor:  Rev. Marraine C. Kettell 
Secretary: Brenda Passmore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Sunday June 3 

Community Office Hours June 6 

Annual Program Meeting June 10 

Mystery Trip June 13 

Blair Bigler Perry Concert June 13 

Inside this issue: Dates to Remember: 

The deadline for submitting articles 

for  “The Caller” is the  

25th of  each month. 

Office Hours: 
Church Office:     Brenda is in the office Tues.-Fri. 9am-12pm. 

Pastor Marraine:  Monday: quiet sermon, worship preparation.  

Tuesday-Thursday: Mornings in the office, appointments                        

appreciated.   

Friday and Saturday: Days off unless there is a church event.     

Emergency Number:  (607)438-2634 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annual Program Meeting  
 

First Congregational  

United Church of Christ 
 

June 10, 2018  

 
The meeting will be held immediately 

following worship.  The purpose is to 

consider and approve the ministry plan 

for the coming program year and to 

nominate a slate of team leaders. 
 

The Annual Program Report will be 

available in the narthex. Printed copies 

will be limited. Electronic copies will 

be emailed. 

Hope to see you there! 
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Corning Area Aging in Place 
Thursday, June 21st at 10 a.m. 

Kate Douglas, President, Corning Community 

College 

This is Dr. Douglas’ second time as featured 

speaker.  She will talk about the new nursing 

building and its emphasis on training students to 

care for an elderly population.  Come learn how 

we might audit courses at CCC as well as 

participate in the life of our community college.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please join Pastor Marraine for her Community 

Office Hours  at Soulful Cup 

Wednesday, June 6th, 3-5 pm  
 

Come by for a warm drink and a visit.   

Bring a friend or colleague to meet her! 

Women’s Fellowship 
Wednesday, June 13th, 9:30 a.m.  

 

Who loves a mystery?  Women’s Fellowship is 

embarking on yet another mystery trip.  We will 

meet at church at 9:30 a.m. and leave at 10 a.m.!  

Men are invited too since this is particularly in 

their interest.  Lunch will be on our own at the site, 

delicious homemade food and not expensive.  

Please let Jan K. know or sign-up on the sign-up 

sheet in the Fellowship Hall.  

Musical Talent! 
 

Please consider sharing 

your talents (voice or 

instrument) this 

summer.  There are five 

Sundays in July and four 

in August.  There are 

signup sheets in the 

Fellowship Hall.  
Altar Flowers - Northside Floral 

 

Our altar flowers are now 

being provided by Northside 

Floral.  The cost remains the 

same at $30.  A special thank 

you to everyone that signs up 

to give flowers for a special 

celebration, memorial or to 

honor a special person or event.  The flower sign-

up sheet is on the north wall of the Fellowship 

Hall.   If you have any questions, please contact 

Joyce Nelson at 607/962-8945 or 

joycenelson@stny.rr.com.     
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Administrative Support Team 

AST Presents Comments from Church Survey 
 

On Sunday, May 20, the Administrative Support Team presented an analysis of the comments shared in the all-

church survey this spring. The presentation included themes drawn from the full set of comments as well as a 

range of representative comments, both positive and negative. Those wishing to view the presentation slides can 

do so by following this link: Survey Comments Presentation. 
 

In preparing the analysis, members of the AST reviewed over 300 comments written in response to survey 

questions. Team members Bruce Graf, Rachel Hofstetter, Jill VandeWoestine and Pam Walker sorted the 

comments by topic. For the purposes of this review, the team reviewed only the comments relating to the 

priorities that emerged from the survey data analysis: worship, sermons, the pastor, church family life -- which 

includes hospitality and visitation -- and faith formation for children and youth. Within each topic, the team 

identified comments as either positive, negative or neutral. Negative comments were more frequent than 

positive, which is typical of surveys like this. Neutral comments included observations and suggestions, whereas 

positive and negative comments included language related to liking or disliking features of the church. 
 

The AST presented several conclusions from the comments. One is a clear desire to preserve and sustain what 

we value in the church. There is also evidence that some in the congregation are very happy, others are not, and 

many have pulled away financially and in their attendance. Much of the negativity centers on issues around 

worship and visitation, specifically sermons and the sense that more visitation needs to occur. At the same time, 

positive commentators specifically mentioned the caring pastor and the caring congregation. To view the 

comments and themes presented, please refer to the presentation slides link, above. A handout of representative 

comments can be viewed at this link: Comments Handout. 
 

As we contemplate these divisions in the church, we find ourselves struggling to find the resources to sustain our 

mission and ministry. Even though our nominating slate is a fraction of what it once was, we have vacancies in 

key leadership positions. And we are in dire financial circumstances; our deficit spending of several years must 

end as we will run out of money by the end of 2018, possibly sooner.  
 

Given our present condition, we must find ways to understand one another and work together in spite of our 

divisions. We need everyone who cares about the church to consider how they can engage more positively so 

that we can move forward together. Critical to this is forgiving, reconciling, and recommitting to working 

together for the future of the church. We have invited Rev. Dr. Marsha Williams to assist us with this effort.  
 

In addition, Pastor Marraine is attending a training, a festival of homiletics, to gather ideas for sermons. Along 

with the personnel team, she is also preparing a visitation plan that she will share with the congregation, subject, 

of course, to the boundaries of confidentiality.  

Finally, the AST is planning for financial sustainability, which must include scenarios for a future with a part-

time pastor. 
 

What can you do? Here are some important steps that all of us can take: 
 

 End negativity and parking lot conversations 

 Forgive and participate actively in reconciliation 

 Volunteer for leadership roles 

 Give generously 

 Trust and support one another 

 Join us as we develop new projects for expressing our faith through ministry to others 

 

Faithfully yours, 

Pam Walker, Moderator 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1N22HqjOOWwEWiWhnV9LOSLt67JQeRuX_FyVsO9igWJE/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1CjnP3Y0yKYG_Dvcbo2JPOr2Q_1YEP20sE3Iu1p9q2MY/edit?usp=sharing
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Please join us for a spirit-filled time of worship on 

Sunday, June 3rd “for the kingdom of heaven belongs to 

such as these.” Matt 19:14 
 

On June 10th volunteer recognition will be shared 

followed by the annual program meeting. 

 
 

Up-coming Events 
 

May 27           No Sunday School (Memorial Day Holiday) 

June 3               Youth Sunday 

June 10          Faith Formation volunteer recognition and Program Meeting 

Summer      No Sunday School 

Faith Formation 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer Prayer  
Creator of all, thank You for summer!  

Thank You for the warmth of the sun and the increased daylight.  

Thank You for the beauty I see all around me and for the opportunity  

to be outside and enjoy Your creation. Thank You for the increased time 

I have to be with my friends and family, and for the more casual pace of the summer season.  

Draw me closer to You this summer.  Teach me how I can pray no matter where I am or what I am doing.  

Warm my soul with the awareness of Your presence, and light my path with Your Word and Counsel.  

As I enjoy Your creation, create in me a pure heart and a hunger and a thirst for You. Amen.  

© Source unknown  
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Music Team 
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June Birthdays 

3rd Kristen Bennitt 

7th Ellen Good 

8th Ethan Bratti 

8th      Christine McGrew  

9th Dustin Storm 

10th Jeff Nelson 

10th Grace Cooper 

18th Mary Deneka 

18th Nicholas Reif 

20th Darlene Schieber 

20th Mike Simons 

22nd  Owen Watson 

22nd Nicholas Bennitt 

23rd     Marge Fellows 

23rd Rachel Hageman 

25th Joyce Killigrew 

26th Maria Quintal 

 

Congratulations 

to the 2018 graduates! 
 

Alex Bennitt 
will graduate from Corning-PP High School.   

He will continue his education at  

Corning Community College. 
 

Rachel Hageman 
will graduate from Corning-PP High School.   

She will continue her education at 

Westchester University. 
 

Christine (Beanie) McGrew  
will graduate from Corning-PP High School.   

She will continue her education at  

Corning Community College. 
 

Luke Webb  
will graduate from Corning-PP High School. 

 

From the Mailbag 

Dear Neighbor, 

 

If you’ve ever heard our brass band perform, you’ve seen how much we believe in the power of working 

together, each playing an important part to create the greater good.  That’s why we’re so inspired by your 

wonderful gift of $175.00. 

 

You are playing a big part in making our community a better place—helping children, hardworking neighbors, 

veterans, seniors, anyone here who needs a little help and something to believe in.  Right now, your gift is 

easing someone’s pain, transforming someone’s life and answering someone’s prayers.  Thank you for all 

you’ve shared, doing more good for more people in more ways. 

 

With warm wishes and gratitude,  

Captains Francisco and Wanda Rivera, Corps Officers 

The Salvation Army, Steuben County 
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      Photo Gallery  

Women’s Fellowship hosted a slide show presentation 

by Ed Reif on May 9th.  He showed the group some 

very interesting  photos of  the building of the church.  

Lunch was great too.  

pentecost sunday 2018 

This newspaper clipping 

was provided by Jean Reep.  

Modern ecclesiastical - who 

knew?  Not your church 

secretary!     
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          Community Events 

Community Sewing   
Wednesday, June 13, 1-3pm 

Southeast Steuben Library 

Presents Community Sewing 

with Women of the ELCA.   

Learn to sew with the women 

at Emanuel Lutheran Church 

in Corning.  Sewing 

machines, fabric and thread 

will be provided or bring your 

own.  Discover dress making 

techniques and help make 

clothing for children in 

Africa.   

The old sidewalk comes out and the new one goes in!    

Corning Farmer’s Market 
Thursdays, 10am-3pm  

Riverfront Park Corning 

 

Join us weekly in Riverfront Park.   

It's the ultimate way to shop local! 

Corning's Gaffer District invites you to 

celebrate local flavor every week this 

season at the annual Corning Farmers 

Market. The market offers a variety of 

fresh local produce, baked goods and 

handmade crafts from New York's 

Finger Lakes region. 

 

Painted Post Farmer’s Market 
Saturdays, 10am-2pm 

Painted Post Erwin Museum at the Depot 

Steuben Street, Painted Post 

Steuben County Dairy Festival 
Saturday, June 2nd, 8am-3pm 

Don't miss the 62nd Annual Steuben County 

Dairy Festival and Parade honoring America's 

dairy industry and farming heritage since 

1957.  The Dairyland Cruisin' themed parade 

begins at 10:30 a.m.  



 

  10 

Our church calendar changes all the time, so please check our website www.corningucc.org under the 

Calendar/Events tab for the most up-to-date version.   
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First Congregational United Church of Christ 

171 West Pulteney Street 

Corning,  NY    14830 

 

 


